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Report on National Seminar: Synergizing Sustainability: Integrating Environmental, Economic, and Social Development for a Resilient Future' 
A National Seminar on the theme Synergizing Sustainability: Integrating Environmental, 
Economic, and Social Development for a Resilient Future' was held on 22/02/2025 at GDC 
Sugh- Bhatoli, bringing together eminent scholars, policymakers, and academicians to deliberate 
on the multifaceted aspects of sustainability. The seminar provided a dynamic platform for 
discussing strategies to balance environmental conservation, economic growth, and social equity 
to build a resilient future. The event saw insightful discussions from distinguished speakers, 
including Dr. N. N. Sharma (Dean Academic HPTU), Dr. Madhukar Gampala (Associate 
Professor, North Eastern Hill university, A Central University), Dr. Sushil Kumar Singh, 

Associate Professor, Nagaland University, A Central University) and Dr Abhimanyu Singh Arha 
(Associate Professor, JNU), each of whom shared their perspectives on sustainability. 
Report on the Inaugural Session of National Seminar on Synergising Sustainability 

The inaugural session of the National Seminar on Synergising Sustainability was graced by the 

esteemed presence of Dr. N. N. Sharma, Former Dean Academic HPTU and retired 
Principal, DHE, Himachal Pradesh who delivered an insightful address on various aspects of 
sustainability. He emphasized the collaborative efforts between India and Kazakhstan in 
achieving sustainable development, highlighting the significance of international cooperation in 
addressing global challenges. 

Dr. Sharma outlined a comprehensive roadmap for sustainability in the era of globalization. He 

elaborated on the pressing issue of climate change and stressed the need for robust corporate 

social responsibility (CSR) initiatives. The discussion also covered the role of environmental 

laws and artificial intelligence (AI) in ensuring sustainable development. AI, he noted, has the 

potential to revolutionize sustainability practices by optimizing resource utilization and 
enhancing environmental monitoring. 



A key highlight of his address was the concept of planned urbanization and the development of 
smart cities. He emphasized that sustainable urban planning is crucial for achieving econonmic 

growth while minimizing environmental impact. Dr. Sharma introduced the 4Ps of 
sustainability-human, social, economic, and environmental-which form the foundation of 

sustainable development. Additionally, he discussed the 4Cs of sustainability--conservation, 
community, cultural, and commerce- -as essential pillars that integrate ecological and societal 

well-being with economic growth. 

Furthermore, Dr. Sharma underscored the importance of green infrastructure and green industrial 

growth, advocating for sustainable supply chain management as a means to achieve long-term 
environmental and economic benefits. His address set the stage for a meaningful discourse on 

sustainable development strategies, leaving the audience with valuable insights into building a 
more resilient and sustainable future. 

The session concluded with an engaging discussion, reinforcing the seminar's objective of 

fostering awareness and action towards a sustainable world. 

Address by Abhimanyu Singh Arha(Associate Prof., JNU, New Delhi) 

The National Seminar on Environmental Sustainability featured an insightful keynote address by 

Abhimanyu Singh Arha, who discussed crucial aspects of environmental history and 

sustainability. 

In the first section of his speech, Arha explored the significance of environmental history in 
understanding current ecological challenges. He referred to Amitav Ghosh's book The Nutmeg 's 
Curse, which delves into the historical exploitation of natural resources and its impact on climate 
change. He emphasized how colonial expansion and commercial greed have contributed to 
environmental degradation and global warming. His discussion highlighted the importance of 
learning from history to address modern environmental concerns effectively. 

In the second section, Arha provided historical examples of sustainability practices. He spoke 
about ancient water storage and harvesting techniques, particularly in the forts of Jaipur. He 
elaborated on how traditional methods, such as stepwells and rainwater harvesting systems, 



ensured water security in arid regions. These time-tested solutions, he suggested, could be adapted to modern water conservation efforts. He also talked about importance of water harvesting in deserts in sixteen and seventeen centuries. thatHe uttered illegal encroachment of traditional resources is a big threat to sustainability. He also appreciated the nature of Himachal Pradesh. 

Address by Dr Susheel Kumar Singh (Associate Professor, Nalagarh University, Kohima) 
The National Seminar on Environmental Sustainability featured an engaging keynote address by Dr. Sushil Kumar Singh on "Synergising Sustainability for a Happy Future Life." His lecture 
emphasized the importance of integrating sustainability principles to create a balanced and fulfilling future. 

Dr. Singh began by explaining Integrated Sustainability Principles, highlighting the need for a 
holistic approach that considers environmental, social, and economic factors. He introduced the 
Triple Bottom Line Principle, which focuses on People, Planet, and Profit, emphasizing that 
true sustainability can only be achieved when economic growth aligns with social well-being and 
environmental conservation. 

He further discussed the role of social and economic development in ensuring long-term 
happiness. Through various case studies, he illustrated successful models of sustainability where 
communities have thrived by adopting eco-friendly practices. He also presented a working 
model for happiness, demonstrating how sustainable living leads to improved quality of life, 
economic stability, and social harmony. 

The lecture was insightful and thought-provoking, reinforcing the idea that sustainability is not 
just about conservation but about creating a better and happier future for all. Dr. Singh's 
perspectives provided valuable direction for integrating sustainability into policy and everyday 
life. 



Address by Dr. Madhukar Gompala ( Associate Professor, North Eastern Hill University. 
Meghalava) 

The National Seminar on Environmental Sustainability featured an enlightening keynote address 
by Dr. Madhukar Gompala, who emphasized the interconnection between environmental, 
economic, and social development. His lecture highlighted the urgent need for integrated 
approaches to address sustainability challenges. 

Dr. Gompala began by discussing the complex relationship between economic growth and 
environmental protection. He stressed that unregulated economic expansion often leads to 
resource depletion, pollution, and social inequalities, undermining long-term sustainability. 
He emphasized the need for policies that promote equitable economic growth while preserving 
natural ecosystems. 

A major focus of his lecture was on climate change and biodiversity loss, which he described 
as the two most pressing environmental crises. He explained how rising global temperatures, 
deforestation, and habitat destruction are accelerating species extinction, disrupting ecosystems, 
and threatening food and water security. He called for urgent global and local actions to mitigate 

these impacts, advocating for renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and conservation 
policies. 

Dr. Gompala's lecture provided a thought-provoking perspective on how sustainability must 
balance environmental, economic, and social goals. His insights encouraged policymakers, 

researchers, and individuals to adopt holistic strategies for a sustainable and resilient future. 

Panel Discussion and Interactive Session 

The seminar also featured a panel discussion where experts engaged in a stimulating dialogue on 

the practical implications of sustainability strategies. The discussions revolved around key 
challenges such as policy implementation, financial constraints, and behavioral changes required 
fostering sustainability at the grassroots level. Participants actively engaged in the conversation, 



raising pertinent questions about balancing development with environmental conservation, policy 
frameworks for sustainability, and the role of global collaborations in achieving sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). 

Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

The National Seminar on Synergizing Sustainability: 0ntegrating Environmental, Economic, and 
Social Development for a Resilient Future' successfully brought together diverse perspectives on 
sustainability. The key takeaways from the seminar included: 

1. Integration of Economic, Environmental, and Social Dimensions - Sustainable 

development requires a holistic approach that balances economic growth, environmental 
preservation, and social equity. 

2. Community Involvement in Sustainability Initiatives - Indigenous knowledge and 
community participation are crucial in implementing effective sustainability strategies. ( 
Reflexive modernization). 

3. Adoption of Green Technologies and Circular Economy Models - Transitioning to 
sustainable production and consumption patterns can significantly mitigate environmental 
impacts. 

4. Policy and Institutional Support Governnments and policymakers must create robust 

frameworks that promote sustainability through regulations, incentives, and investments 
in research and innovation. 

5. Corporate and Individual Responsibility - Businesses and individuals must adopt 
sustainable practices in daily activities, ensuring responsible resource consumption and 
ethical environmental stewardship. 

The seminar concluded on a postive note, with participants expressing their commitment to 
fostering sustainability in their respective domains. The discussions underscored the need for 

collaborative efforts among governments, businesses, academia, and civil society to achieve a 
resilient and sustainable future. The event successfully highlighted the urgency of integrating 
sustainability into all facets of development and set the stage for further discourse and action in 
this crucial area. 
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